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STALLION JAZZ BAND EXCELS IN CITY COMPETITIONS
Phenomenal solo performances earns drummer Ruben Piñon Best Soloist honors in the city

The Slider Jazz Band has been busy lately, continuing a history of 
excellence at three recent competitions. During the annual Socorro 
Independent School District Jazz competition, held in the Americas High 
School Auditorium on February 27th, the Jazz Band was awarded three 
First Division Ratings. A First Division is the highest rating that a 
performance can achieve. The ratings are based on how well the band 
performs, the tone of each instrument, and the overall attitude of the 
band. Ruben Pinon, who plays the drums, was singled out as having the 
best solo performance at this competition.

The band selected three songs; Ain’t Got No Place to Go But In A 
Hurry To Get There, Bossa De Cancun, and Dynamo. “These kids had to 
work very hard in the district competition to get to the next level. This 
achievement was based on their dedication,” said Band Director, Ms. 
Hernandez. 

In the Hanks Jazz Band Festival, held earlier this month, the Stallions 
earned three Superior ratings to win a huge First Division trophy when 
they competed against districts from throughout El Paso. Once again 
Ruben Pinon was awarded best soloist, ranking him as the top middle 
school drummer in the city. Overall, Slider scored third in the city by a 

variety of very tough judges who came from all over the country.  
Saxophone player Hugo Ramirez commented, “It was a long day, but we 
had a great time playing 
in these competitions. 
We learned something 
about performing each 
time, too. If it wasn’t for 
our Band Directors, Ms. 
Hernandez and Ms. 
Valles, we could never 
have gotten this far. 
They don’t just teach 
us, they motivate us to 
be the absolute best we 
can be.”  The Jazz Band 
will be performing at 6pm on April 9th at Montwood High School for the 
Montwood High School Area Feeder Pattern Jazz Night. Montwood 
Middle and Montwood High School Jazz bands will also be showcased. 
Come out and support our award winning Stallions.
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For Slider, Team “C” might have stood for 

creativity or costumes, but ultimately it meant 

conquering the Destination Imagination Contest. 

“We were so happy that we won both first 

place and the Davinci Award for creativity,” said 

Madison Luevano. Slider’s Advanced Theater 

D.I. teams headed out on 

February 27th to compete 

against ten other teams 

from across El Paso at 

t h e D e s t i n a t i o n 

Imagination Contest held 

at Horizon High School. 

Both teams, labeled C 

and D, had high hopes of 

winning first place and 

showed great heart in 

performing their skits. 

At the end of the 

competit ion, Team C 

stood out above all others 

and won first place in 

their category, “You’re 

G o n n a F l i p ! ” T h e i r 

performance consisted of 

a motivational skit about protecting the Earth. 

The story begins with a selfish businessman, Mr. 

Slaughter, who plots to destroy nature to build 

factories that further endanger the environment. 

He soon gets a reality check when the four 

elements, Fire, Water, Earth, and Wind come 

alive and convince him of the errors of his ways. 

Along with the help of Mother Nature and the 

Sun, they inform him about the importance of 

protecting the land. By the end of this elemental 

intervention, Mr. Slaughter is a changed man. He 

sees the l ight and develops a strong 

appreciation for nature, 

advocating the message: 

Reduce , Reuse , and 

Recycle. 

The skit ended with an 

original dance and song 

written by the team. The 

outstanding D.I. team 

m e m b e r s a re R a f a e l 

Flores, Gabriela Arreola, 

Morgan Newton, Melissa 

Cail, Madison Luevano, 

T i f f a n y S i e r r a , a n d 

Veronica Nogueda.  There 

was no doubt the judges 

themselves had “flipped” 

for Team C’s wonderful 

skit. One summed up the 

essence of the skit in 

writing, “You sparkle like your glitter!”  With the 

regional title under their belt, team C will head to 

Dallas, Texas in April to compete at the state 

level.  “Both teams worked incredibly hard on 

their projects and I am very proud of each one of 

them,” said Mrs. Kern.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
HONORED AT CEREMONY
By Paige Pelletier

SLIDER DOMINATES DESTINATION IMAGINATION 
Creativity and a ‘Go Green’ theme proved successful for the team

Seven Spanish Students from Mrs. Saucedo’s Advanced Placement Spanish class are getting 

ready to take the AP Spanish Language Exam. This test is taken mainly by high school juniors and 

seniors in an attempt to receive college credit. However,    

Armando Lujan, Vivaldi Miranda, Diana Medina, Valeria 

Carrillo, Valeria Munoz, Vianey Reyes, and Kate Garcia, 

feel that they are ready now. 

These students had to have excelled in Pre-

Advanced Placement classes in the sixth and seventh 

grade to even qualify for Mrs. Saucedo’s eighth grade 

Advanced Placement Spanish class. As a result of 

successfully completing these three years, their Foreign 

Language requirements for high school are met. With 

this accomplished, the AP students are ready to try for college credit. The AP Spanish language 

exam covers all aspects of the Spanish language; General Grammar, Oral, and Written Spanish. 

This is a very difficult test which often takes up to three hours to complete. It is graded on a scale 

from one to five; with five being the highest score attainable. Based on the score of the test and the 

college or university’s credit policy, successful students can be awarded up to eighteen college 

credit hours, which is the maximum they can get for scoring a five.

In the past Mrs. Saucedo’s students have done very well on this test and we know this year 

will be no exception. Good luck, Stallions.

SPANISH AP STUDENTS PREPARE FOR EXAM

Being selected as a Student of the 

Month is one of the most prestigious awards 

a Slider Middle School student can receive. 

Therefore only twenty-five Stallions were 

honored on the night of March 10th at the 

ceremony celebrating December, January, 

and February Students of the Month. 

Slider’s administrative staff, teachers, 

and parents gathered in the orchestra room 

to recognize the selected students. To 

become a Student 

of the Month, 

t e a c h e r s 

nominate and 

v o t e o n 

students who 

excel in their 

c l a s s e s . “ I t 

i s n ’ t j u s t a b o u t a c a d e m i c 

success, but also about being an exemplary 

student in the classroom,” Mr. Ferguson said 

during the ceremony. To commemorate the 

honor, each student was presented with a 

certificate and an engraved Stallion trophy. 

Before the ceremony began, each 

student was asked to fill out a questionnaire 

that included information about what type of 

subjects and books they enjoy, plans for the 

future, and their favorite hobbies. As each 

student was announced, Mrs. Ayala read 

each biography 

a loud as the 

s t u d e n t s 

received their 

awards. 

A t t h e 

conclusion of 

t h e c e re m o n y, students, faculty, 

and parents were served a slice of cake to 

celebrate. 

The outstanding Stallions include 

Alyssa Cabeza De Baca, Lydia Jacquez, 

Catherine Butler, Amber Gandara, Alec 

Montelongo, Jose Terrazas, Narda Galaz-

Carreon, Mayra Hernandez, Nikolas 

Bojanowski, Kelly Kaiser, Joshua Ybarra, 

Diana Hernandez-Vega, Ramon Lopez, 

Crystal Lujan, Leslie Moctezuma, Javier 

Hernandez, Kevin Valencia, Paige Pelletier, 

Hugo Ramirez, Jasmine Delgado, Dayna 

Chairez, Francisco Botello, Andrea Sandoval, 

Ivan Fuentes, and Madison Luevano. 

Congratulations to all the recipients for 

the recognition of their hard work and 

dedication.  

By Brianna Minjarez and Madison Luevano 
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Having trouble remembering why the 
Declaration of Independence is so important? 
Just follow Michelle Alvarez down the hall, it’s 
right there on her tee shirt. In fact, you’ll learn 
lots of history watching Mr. Gonzalez’ eighth 
graders pass by wearing their history shirts. 

The shirts are just one innovative way Mr. 
Gonzalez gets his eighth graders ready for the 
Social Studies TAKS test in 
April.  At the beginning of 
the school year, students 
are given a “history bible” 
with terms that they will 
need to know.  During the 
third nine weeks each 
student selects a different 
term from their history 
bible and designs a tee 
shirt using the term, the 
definition, and a graphic, 
photo, or drawing of their 
choice that explains the term. 

Students are encouraged to be creative 
with their selections and to include the images 
that would describe and help them remember 
the term and its meaning. Students made use of 
the internet, design programs, and their 
imaginations to come up with some amazing 
shirts. Once the students designed their tee 
shirt, they were printed on a special paper that 
would transfer to the tee shirt. Students brought 
tee shirts from home and Mr. Gonzalez ironed 
them on in class. 

“The tee shirts have really helped me learn 
some of the terms. I think it was a great idea,” 
said Mary Garcia, who designed a tee shirt on 

the Temperance Movement. Another example of 
creativity was Kayla Marquez’s Boston 
Massacre tee shirt. “I think that putting the 
terms on the back of a shirt for everyone to see 
would not only help the person wearing the shirt 
but also the people who see it,” said Mr. 
Gonzalez. Students earned a project grade for 
creating the shirts and are allowed to wear them 

to school instead of their 
Slider shirts. 
In addition to the shirts 
students also practice the 
terms in a Jeopardy game 
played on the Interactive 
White Board. Students 
turn social studies facts 
from their history bibles 
i n t o q u e s t i o n s a n d 
answers. For example, if 
the answer is the first ten 

amendments to the United 
States Constitution, the student must respond in 
the form of a question such as, “What is the Bill 
of Rights?”  The game uses an interactive 
template to allow students to create a variety of 
questions and categories. Students are put into 
teams and given grades based on how well they 
know their facts. 

Jessaline Portillo helped create new 
questions for the game during intersession. 
“Playing Jeopardy in class gets real ly 
competitive, everybody wants to win!” 

“The real benefit is that the students are 
being exposed to these terms in a fun and 
creative way, and I believe it helps them recall 
the information later on,” said Mr. Gonzalez.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Intersession is over and we are now 

beginning our final nine weeks of school. I 

hope everyone had fun during their break, 

including reading some new books, and 

getting a chance to rest and get ready for 

the final push on what has been the best 

year ever for Slider Stallions!

 April is going to be an 

important month for all 

Stallions as this is 

when we get to show 

the world what makes 

Slider Middle School 

the best in the city!

The TAKS testing will 

conclude this month. 

Judging from the academic successes of 

our students so far this year, I am excited 

for the Slider Stallions.

As test day approaches, find out which 

testing room you will be in. Make sure you 

get plenty of rest and eat a good breakfast. 

Arrive at school on time and don’t bring 

your cell phone into the testing room. Make 

sure you have a good book to read once 

your are done and most importantly, take 

your time.

Think of the tests as an opportunity to 

show what you know. Relax, breathe 

deeply, and keep your focus on the test 

you’re taking. No matter what, remember 

the test is only one way to measure your 

academic performance. 

Slider Stallions have always performed 

well on these tests. Be confident in your 

skills and maintain that great attitude when 

it comes to being able to show what you’ve 

learned. I’m so proud of each of you and 

I’m excited for all of you!

Let me also congratulate all of our 

students and teachers for their hard work 

and accomplishments since the Christmas 

holidays. We’ve had our Destination 

Imagination teams compete and win; our 

Jazz Band had a busy several weeks in 

performances and contests and brought 

back new awards; we honored our Students 

of the Month; and our sports teams have 

continued to dominate the other schools in 

our district. 

Let’s finish this year in typical Stallion 

style! Good luck to everyone!

HISTORY T-SHIRTS HELP PREPARE FOR TAKS
Mr. Gonzalez’ class takes a unique approach in learning and preparation

Slider Middle School’s National Junior Honor Society 
is in full swing with a variety of community service 
activities, including planting trees at Slider, a Leadership 
Conference, and a Zumba fitness workout to benefit 
Alexis Gonzalez. 

The NJHS kicked off March with a Leadership 
Conference hosted by Montwood High School. Members 
of Montwood’s National Honor Society presented an 
intriguing power point to introduce 33 Stallions to a variety 
of high school courses. Several of these introductory  
courses focus on possible career choices, such as 
Environmental Studies. 

The members also spent a day on the school’s grounds planting trees. The trees, 
although young now, will provide shade around the school once they mature. The project had 
members digging holes and spending time making sure that each of the trees were properly 
planted to give them the best chance to grow.

The Zumba fitness class was also a big success and raised funds for Alexis Gonzalez’ cancer 
treatment. To date, the NJHS, Slider faculty, and students have raised $2,000. There is now a 
special account open at Bank of America for Alexis, and will accept donations at any of their 
locations.

NJHS ATTENDS CONFERENCE AND PLANTS TREES
By Georgina Salas

By Jazmine Thornton

Mr. Ferguson

Planting 
trees



Students relaxed Friday afternoon after an 

intense week of intersession with a cookout 

presented by Slider’s principal and master chef, 

Mr. Ferguson. 

Burgers, chips, and soft drinks were served 

by reading teacher Caley Morales and the 

sensational janitorial crew. This celebration was 

the culmination of a variety of activities which 

took place throughout the week. Eighth grade 

students needing extra help in Math spent the 

morning switching between Ms. Sierra, Mrs. 

Apodoca, Mr. Trujillo, and Mr. Perez. Each 

teacher found novel ways to 

review concepts that students 

would need for the April TAKS 

test. This gave the students 

an opportunity to practice 

skil ls using a variety of 

methods. 

At the end of the week, 

students took a test and did 

much better than on Monday’s 

pre-test. “Just getting to hear 

it explained in a different 

way helped me understand 

some things I was confused 

about. I got an 80 on the 

post-test and feel a lot 

better about taking the 

TAKS,” said Peter Chavarin.  

Algebra students who 

needed a little extra help had 

the opportunity to spend some time with Mr. 

Kern to prepare for their end of course test, 

which they must pass to get 

high school credit. They also 

took a practice test to see 

which concepts they still 

needed to work on. 

 Sixth and seventh grade 

math and reading teachers 

a lso p rov ided tu to r ing 

throughout the day. Eighth 

graders in Mr. Gonzalez’s 

core who needed help in 

Reading, Social Studies, or 

Science worked with those 

teachers. Mrs. Ramsey was 

also on hand for her Read 180 

students. “We used the Sleek 

computer program to practice 

read ing s t ra teg ies . The 

students like it because once 

they scored an 85 percent on a 

passage, they got to play a computer game.” 

Mrs Kern’s Advanced Theater students 

sold concessions, and the warm, fresh baked 

chocolate chip cookies were a big favorite with 

students and teachers alike. Spring weather 

provided students a chance to enjoy the 

fantastic cookout served outside on the patio. 

“It was a really good week, I’m glad I came,” 

summed up Carlos Addori.

By using different strategies, the students 

all felt their time was well spent during break.

INTERSESSION ACTIVITIES AID STUDENTS IN CORE SUBJECTS
Students had the opportunity to shore up weaknesses in different subjects and enjoy a cookout at the end

Slider’s sixth grade Stallions are excited about their upcoming Track 

and Field season as part of Socorro’s Volunteer After School Sports 

Program (VASSP). 

The program was started in 2001 by Socorro City Councilman Joe 

Hernandez as an answer to the lack of sports activities for this age 

group  ,and the growing obesity problems he saw in children attending 

Socorro ISD schools.

Since its first year, the program has grown from 100 to over 2100 

participants and is now available at every school in the district. One goal 

of the program is to develop well-rounded students by introducing 

athletics at an early age. 

The program also serves to attract and involve more parents in SISD 

schools. “The whole idea of the program is to form a unity between 

children and their parents,” said Hernandez. “Our program is run 100 

percent by volunteers, at no cost to families, to serve our young 

students.” 

During the 2008-2009 school year, some 2,000 students and 200 

parent volunteers participated in Track and Field and Soccer 

competitions. Each year, the program holds activities such as an Olympics 

Parade and Awards Ceremony at the Socorro ISD’s Student Activities 

Center where trophies and awards are presented. 

Students participate in four divisions: Minors (PK-1st), Intermediate 

(2nd-3rd), Seniors (4th-5th), and the Pros (6th).  Slider began to participate 

two years ago with the help of PTO Vice President and Coordinator Josie 

Williams. In 2009-2010 the program included Soccer in the fall and Track 

and Field in the spring. 

Sixth grade Stallions were the district runners up in the Pro Division 

last year. If they continue to do well, Mrs. Williams will reward participants 

with a pizza party later in the season. For more information on the VASSP 

program, please contact After School Sports Coordinator Joe Hernandez 

at 937-1617.

VOLUNTEER AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS PROGRAM BENEFITS SIXTH GRADE
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8th Grade Pictures Needed

The Stallion Pride is looking for 

pictures to use in an all eighth 

grade edition of the newsletter. 

Please bring your camera card or 

USB  to Mrs. Schwartz. If we use a 

picture you submit, you get a free 

issue. 

By Manny Olivas

Happy Easter!
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